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DIRECT NMR DETERMINATION
OF OPTICAL PURITY OF NICOTINIC

AND QUINOLINIC CARBOXYLIC ACID
COMPOUNDS USING

1,2-DIPHENYLETHANE-1,2-DIAMINE
AS A CHIRAL SOLVATING AGENT

Kannan Rajamoorthi∗ and Gerald W. Stockton

BASF Agro Research, P.O. Box 400, Princeton,
NJ 08543-0400, USA

ABSTRACT

The use of the chiral solvating agent, (1R,2R)- or (1S,2S)-1,2-
diphenylethane-1,2-diamine, in the NMR determination of the op-
tical purity of α-chiral acids has been well documented. The amine
forms soluble diastereoisomeric salts with the enantiomers of car-
boxylic acids, producing differences in chemical shifts between
diastereoisomeric salts, thus permitting a direct measure of their
enantiomeric composition. However, the acids that were studied
principally were the α-chiral acids and, less frequently, β-chiral
acids. We used this chiral solvating agent to determine the opti-
cal purity of ε-chiral acids of the imidazolinone herbicides imaza-
pyr, imazethapyr, imazamox, imazapic, and imazaquin, in which
the carboxylic acid group is attached to an aromatic ring and the
chiral center in the imidazolinone ring is five bonds away from
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the acid group.The optical purity of these ε-chiral acids is readily
determined in pyridine-d5 at room temperature with 1,2-diphenyl-
ethane-1,2-diamine. In a 2:1 complex of the acid with the chiral sol-
vating agent, the diastereomeric resonances in 1H NMR spectrum
are typically non-equivalent by more than 0.05 ppm, thus allowing
rapid and direct analysis of optical purity. The effect of stoichiome-
try, acid enantiomeric purity, concentration, and solvent on the ob-
served non-equivalence is studied. The nature of the diastereomeric
salt complex of these imidazolinones with 1,2-diphenylethane-1,2-
diamine is also discussed.

Key Words: Imazethapyr (5-ethyl-2-(4-isopropyl-4-methyl-5-oxo-
2-imidazolin-2-yl) nicotinic acid); Imazapic (5-methyl-2-(4-iso-
propyl-4-methyl-5-oxo-2-imidazolin-2-yl) nicotinic acid); Imaza-
pyr (2-(4-isopropyl-4-methyl-5-oxo-2-imidazolin-2-yl) nicotinic
acid); Imazamox (5-methoxymethyl-2-(4-isopropyl-4-methyl-5-
oxo-2-imidazolin-2-yl) nicotinic acid); Imazaquin (2-(4-isopropyl-
4-methyl-5-oxo-2-imidazolin-2-yl)-3-quinoline carboxylic acid);
Enantiomers; Herbicide; Imidazolinones; Chiral solvating agent;
1,2-Diphenylethane-1,2-diamine.

INTRODUCTION

More effort has been focused recently in the pharmaceutical and agricultural
chemicals industries in the field of asymmetric synthesis and chiral separation of
enantiomeric compounds since the biological activities of enantiomers can be sig-
nificantly different. Consequently, direct and fast analytical methods to determine
the optical purity and absolute configuration of optically resolved compounds are
needed. The application of 1H NMR spectroscopy with chiral solvents for the in
situ determination of chiral compounds has been well-documented (1). One ap-
plication of chiral solvating agents is the determination of the optical purity of
a chiral acid using a chiral amine or vice versa (1–5). The chiral amine forms
soluble diastereoisomeric salts with the enantiomers of acids, producing differ-
ences in chemical shifts between diastereoisomeric salts, thus permitting a direct
measure of their enantiomeric composition. Most of the methods that are used for
the determination of enantiomeric purity of carboxylic acids are applicable only
to α-aliphatic or α-aryl carboxylic acids (1,4,5). A few studies were shown for
β-carboxylic acids at low temperatures.

We report here the application of a chiral amine as a solvating agent to deter-
mine the optical purity of ε-chiral acids of compounds of the imidazolinone class.
These imidazolinones contain an acid group that is attached to an aromatic ring
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Figure 1. Structures of agricultural imidazolinone compounds.

and the chiral center is in the imidazolinone ring, which is five bonds away from
the acid group. The imidazolinone class of compounds: imazethapyr (5-ethyl-
2-(4-isopropyl-4-methyl-5-oxo-2-imidazolin-2-yl) nicotinic acid), imazapic (5-
methyl-2-(4-isopropyl-4-methyl-5-oxo-2-imidazolin-2-yl) nicotinic acid), imaza-
pyr (2-(4-isopropyl-4-methyl-5-oxo-2-imidazolin-2-yl) nicotinic acid), imazamox
(5-methoxymethyl-2-(4-isopropyl-4-methyl-5-oxo-2-imidazolin-2-yl) nicotinic
acid), imazaquin (2-(4-isopropyl-4-methyl-5-oxo-2-imidazolin-2-yl)-3-quinoline
carboxylic acid) (Figure 1), are active ingredients in several commercial herbicides
that are used widely in agriculture (6–8).

They exhibit extremely low mammalian toxicity and high efficiency, result-
ing in very low application rates and low environmental impact (9). They all inhibit
the enzyme acetohydroxyacid synthase (AHAS; EC 4.1.3.18; also called aceto-
lactate synthase or acetolactate pyruvate-lyase (carboxylating)), which is present
in plants and bacteria, but not in animals. AHAS catalyzes reactions involving
pyruvate and 2-ketobutyrate in the biosynthesis of the branched-chain amino acids
leucine, isoleucine, and valine. Since the R and S enantiomers of imidazolinones
showed different herbicidal activities (10), an NMR method was developed to de-
termine the optical purity of imidazolinones, in support of the asymmetric synthesis
of imidazolinones.

Available lanthanide NMR optical shift reagents (11–13) are not suitable for
the direct determination of enantiomeric purity of the acids of these agricultural
compounds because they are unstable in the presence of acidic substrates, and
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the lanthanide also causes severe line broadening. Moreover, the carboxylic acid
carbonyl group possesses poor σ -binding ability to the lanthanide. Therefore, a
derivatization reaction to convert imidazolinone acid to ester or amide would be
needed in order to use the lanthanide shift reagents to determine the optical purity
of these imidazolinones. Carbonell and Rothchild (14) have already applied the
lanthanide shift reagent method to determine the optical purity of the methyl ester
of imazapyr. Although a variety of lanthanide shift reagents produce enantiomeric
shift differences in protons of the methyl ester of imazapyr, this procedure is not
practical for routine optical purity determination of imidazolinones due to severe
signal overlap.

Herein is reported a straightforward and direct NMR method to determine the
enantiomeric purity of acids of imidazolinones using the chiral solvating agent,
(1R,2R)- or (1S,2S)-1,2-diphenylethane-1,2-diamine (DPEDA). This chiral sol-
vating agent has been used to determine the optical purity of a wide range of chiral
carboxylic acids (5). However, in these carboxylic acids, only the proton that is on
the carbon alpha to the carboxylic acid group showed a significant enantiomeric
shift difference. In contrast, imazapyr, for example, has a COOH group five bonds
away from the chiral center in the imidazolinone ring. Nevertheless, the methyl
group attached to the chiral center showed a significant non-equivalence in shifts
of more than 0.05 ppm, which facilitates rapid and direct estimation of the enan-
tiomeric ratio of the imidazolinones. The effect of stoichiometry, acid enantiomeric
purity, concentration, and solvent on the observed non-equivalence was studied.
The factors that are responsible for the differential shielding are also discussed.

EXPERIMENTAL

The racemic and enantiomerically enriched imidazolinones herbicides
imazethapyr, imazapic, imazapyr, imazamox, and imazaquin were supplied by
American Cyanamid Company. Chiral solvating agents were obtained from Fluka:
(1R,2R)-(+)-1,2-diphenylethane-1,2-diamine (Fluka, Cat. No. 42745) and (1S,2S)-
(−)-1,2-diphenylethane-1,2-diamine (Fluka, Cat. No. 42743).

The preparation of samples for the determination of optical purity of imida-
zolinones by 1H NMR is very straightforward. Diastereoisomeric salt complexes
of the imidazolinones with DPEDA are prepared by adding 0.025-0.05 mmol of
(1S,2S)- or (1R,2R)-DPEDA to 0.05-0.1 mmol of imidazolinone in pyridine-d5

solvent (ca. 0.75 mL) and shaking or vortexing until complete dissolution occurs.
For a chemical shift reference, either the NMR sample solution is spiked with a
chemical shift reference standard, such as tetramethylsilane (TMS), or the residual
resonance(s) of the deuteriated pyridine-d5 solvent is used as an indirect reference.

1H NMR spectra were obtained using Bruker AMX-300 and AMX-500 spec-
trometers. The typical conditions for optical purity determination by 1H NMR are
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as follows: 32K data points, 4-5 KHz sweep width, 3-5 µs pulse width (∼30◦

nutation angle), and a 10 s relaxation delay. During the processing of the spec-
trum, an apodization function (e.g. sinebell) may be applied to achieve baseline
separation of diastereotopic protons (e.g. the 2d-CH3 peak of R and S enantiomers).
A peak deconvolution procedure (normally performed with the ldcon software pro-
gram) is recommended to obtain accurate integration of the diastereotopic protons.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

All imidazolinones containing a free COOH group (Figure 1) were exam-
ined. A significant chemical-shift non-equivalence (�δH) for 2d-methyl resonance
in the diastereoisomeric complexes was observed in pyridine-d5. Higher values of
�δH were always found near 2:1 stoichiometry of imidazolinone:DPEDA. The
NMR data are listed in Table 1.

The observed shift non-equivalence of the 2d-methyl singlet is sufficient not
only to determine the enantiomeric purity of enantiomerically enriched samples
of imidazolinones, but also for assignment of the absolute configuration. The
enantiomeric purity of all the imidazolinone compounds was measured accurately
by integrating the separate methyl resonances of the diastereomeric salt complexes.
Care was taken to ensure that accurate and reliable integrals were obtained by
allowing observed signals to relax completely, and by using a line-deconvolution
procedure for resonances that were not well separated. This method is, therefore,
readily and directly applicable to all imidazolinone herbicides containing a free
COOH group.

Parameters Affecting Chemical-Shift Non-equivalence

To maximize the value of the chemical-shift non-equivalence, the variation
of �δH with solvents, imidazolinone:DPEDA stoichiometry, imidazolinone con-
centration, enantiomeric composition, and diastereomeric structures of DPEDA

Table 1. 1H NMR Shift Non-equivalence Observed
for Imidazolinones

Imidazolinone �δH (ppm)

Imazapyr 0.083
Imazapic 0.051
Imazethapyr 0.079
Imazamox 0.091
Imazaquin 0.086
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were studied. Since room temperature spectroscopy is preferred for fast routine
NMR analysis, the effect of reduced temperature was not studied in detail. How-
ever, an increase in chemical shift separation in CDCl3 solvent was noticed when
the temperature was decreased.

Effect of Solvents

The imidazolinones have a very limited solubility in non-polar solvents.
For example, although imidazolinones with a pyridine ring (imazapyr, imazapic,
imazethapyr, and imazamox) are soluble in CDCl3, imazaquin (with a quinoline
ring) is virtually insoluble in CDCl3. The imidazolinones are also only sparingly
soluble in C6D6. Therefore, pyridine-d5 was chosen as a suitable solvent for all
imidazolinones. Pyridine-d5 is also better than CDCl3 for all imidazolinones in
promoting a large separation of diastereotopic resonances (Figure 2). This reflects
the effect of solvation in stabilizing a given conformer in the diastereomeric salt
complexes.

Figure 2. 1H NMR shift non-equivalence for the 2d-methyl resonance of imazapic with
(1S,2S)-DPEDA in a) pyridine-d5 and b) CDCl3 solvents.
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Effect of Stoichiometry

In order to maximize the chemical shift separation of R and S enantiomers,
variation of stoichiometry was studied. For example, a standard solution of imaze-
thapyr (0.1 mol/L) was titrated against varying concentrations of (1S,2S)-DPEDA
solutions to generate a range of stoichiometric ratios. The observed chemical shift
separation for the 2d-CH3 resonances was recorded in the range 0.1 to 0.8 mole
ratio of DPEDA to imazethapyr (Figure 3).

The shape of the titration curve, which has a maximum chemical shift sep-
aration near 0.5 mole ratio of DPEDA:imidazolinone, implies the predominant
formation of a 2:1::imidazolinone:DPEDA complex, as might be expected for a
diamine salt of a monoacid. In the diastereomeric complex of (1S,2S)-DPEDA/(R)-
imidazolinone, which appeared as the lower field 2d-CH3 singlet, large chemical
shift changes were observed. This implies that the diastereotopic methyl group in
the complex of (1S,2S)-DPEDA/(R)-imidazolinone is closer, on average, to the
neighboring anisotropic phenyl group of DPEDA in the preferred conformation of
the complex.

Figure 3. Variation of 1H NMR chemical shift non-equivalence of 2d-methylresonance
of imazethapyr with molar ratio of DPEDA:imazethapyr.
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Effect of Concentration

Proton NMR spectra for the complex of (1S,2S)-DPEDA with racemic
imazethapyr were recorded in pyridine-d5 in the concentration range 0.1 mol/L
down to 0.025 mol/L. For the 2d-CH3 resonances, �δH increased quite steeply up
to about 0.1 mol/L (Figure 4). Clearly, increasing the concentration of imazethapyr
favors the formation of the salt complexes. Since solubility is a limiting factor, a
maximum concentration 0.1 mol/L was used for routine analysis. It was noted that
the diastereomeric complex of (1S,2S)-DPEDA and (R)-imidazolinone, which ap-
peared as the lower field 2d-CH3 singlet, exhibited a greater sensitivity in chemical
shift to changes in concentration. This differential sensitivity compared to salts of
(1S,2S)-DPEDA and (S)-imidazolinone may arise if the association constants for
salt formation are different in the two diastereomeric complexes, or if the structures
of the complexes are different such that the 2d-CH3 group in (1S,2S)-DPEDA/(R)-
imidazolinone complex is closer to the magnetically anisotropic phenyl group
compared to that in (1S,2S)-DPEDA/(S)-imidazolinone complex.

Figure 4. Variation of 1H NMR chemical shift non-equivalence of 2d-methyl reso-
nance with concentration for the diastereoisomeric complexes of racemic imazethapyr and
(1S,2S)-DPEDA at 2:1 stoichiometry. Conc. A = 0.022 mol/L; Conc. B = 0.049 mol/L;
Conc. C = 0.112 mol/L.
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Effect of Enantiomeric Composition

For the complexes of imazaquin with (1S,2S)-DPEDA in pyridine-d5 and
at room temperature, the variation of the chemical shift separation �δH for the
2d-CH3 was studied as a function of the enantiomeric purity of the imazaquin.
The chemical shift difference between the anisochronous 2d-CH3 resonances is
sufficient to permit direct integration, and the method is intrinsically sensitive.
Baseline resolution of the enantiomers was observed for R:S ratios ranging from
15:85 to 99:1 (Figure 5).

Using this method, one can detect the residual enantiomer at levels less
than 1%. The detection limit of this method is set by the signal to noise limit
of the NMR spectrometer used. The observation of the sense of chemical shift
non-equivalence for a range of known enantiomeric composition may be used
to correlate absolute configuration of the imidazolinone with chemical shift. The
sense of the shift non-equivalence is the same for all the imidazolinones that were
examined with (1S,2S)-DPEDA. This information may then be used to assign the
absolute configuration of the imidazolinones.

Figure 5. 1H NMR shift non-equivalence for the 2d-methyl resonance of imazaquin of
varying enantiomeric composition in the presence of (1S,2S)-DPEDA.
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Figure 6. 1H NMR spectra of imazaquin with different chiral solvating agents, a) (1S,2S)-
DPEDA and b)(1R,2R)-DPEDA.

Effect of Structure of DPEDA

Both (1R,2R)-DPEDA and (1S,2S)-DPEDA gave the same degree of chemi-
cal shift non-equivalence in complexes with imazaquin. As expected, the chemical
shifts for the resonances of R and S isomers were reversed in the complex with
(1S,2S)-DPEDA as compared to the complex with (1R,2R)-DPEDA (Figure 6).
The 2d-CH3 resonance of the salt of the (R)-imidazolinone with (1S,2S)-DPEDA
always occurs downfield compared to that of (S)-imidazolinone with (1S,2S)-
DPEDA. This observation may also be used to assign the absolute configuration
of the imidazolinones.

CONCLUSION

An intrinsically sensitive NMR method was developed for the fast, direct and
routine measurement of the enantiomeric composition of imidazolinone herbicides
containing a free carboxylic acid group, using 1,2-diphenylethane-1,2-diamine as
a chiral solvating agent. Experimental conditions such as choice of deuteriated
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solvent, stoichiometry, and concentration were optimized in order to maximize
the observed 1H NMR chemical shift non-equivalence in the diastereoisomeric
salts. This method avoids the need for derivatization reactions such as esterification
and amidation, and also can be used to determine the absolute configuration of
imidazolinones.

It is difficult to disentangle the effects of solvation of different solvents, dif-
ferent degrees of association of these two structures of imidazolinone and DPEDA
in their complexes, and stabilization by different conformations of the complex.
Definitely, solvent is important in terms of association and stabilizing a partic-
ular conformation of the complex. Concentration is also important to give the
maximum peak separation. The same change in the chemical shift at different
enantiomeric compositions of imidazolinone and with either (1R,2R)-DPEDA or
(1S,2S)-DPEDA indicates that it is the complex’s structure that influences the
non-equivalence more than the association constant (in a given solvent). That is
why with (1S,2S)-DPEDA, only the R-imidazolinone shows change, while the
S-imidazolinone remains the same, indicating only in R-imidazolinone is the
2d-CH3 group oriented towards the magnetically shielded environment of the two
phenyl rings of DPEDA. Moreover, the same chemical shift separation at different
enantiomeric composition indicates that the association constant may be large or
nearly the same for R- and S-imidazolinone complexes with DPEDA. All imi-
dazolinones exhibited consistently the same sense of non-equivalence in various
conditions of concentration and enantiomeric composition. Therefore, DPEDA
can be used to correlate absolute configuration within in this series of herbicidal
imidazolinones.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

We thank Drs. Ken Kremer, Tom Drabb, and Jerry Barton of American
Cyanamid Company for providing enantiomerically enriched samples of imida-
zolinones.

REFERENCES

1. Pirkle, W.H., Hoover, D.J. NMR Chiral Solvating Agents. Top. Stereochem.
1982; 13: 263–331.

2. Villani, Jr., F.J., Costanzo, M.J., Inners, R.R., Mutter, M.S., McClure, D.E.
Determination of enantiomeric purity of tertiary amines by 1H NMR of
α-methoxy-α-(trifluoromethyl)phenylacetic acid complexes. J. Org. Chem.
1986; 51: 3715–3718.

3. Parker, D., Taylor, R.J. Direct 1H NMR assay of the enantiomeric composition
of amines and β-amino alcohols using o-acetyl mandelic acid as a chiral

D
o
w
n
l
o
a
d
e
d
 
A
t
:
 
0
3
:
1
1
 
3
0
 
J
a
n
u
a
r
y
 
2
0
1
1



ORDER                        REPRINTS

266 RAJAMOORTHI AND STOCKTON

solvating agent. Tetrahedron 1987; 43(22): 5451–5456.
4. Fulwood, R., Parker, D. A chiral solvating agent for direct NMR assay of the

enantiomeric purity of carboxylic acids. Tetrahedron:Assymetry 1992; 3(1):
25–28.

5. Fullwood, R., Parker, D. 1,2-Diphenylethane-1,2-diamine: An effective NMR
chiral solvating agent for chiral carboxylic acids. J. Chem. Soc. Perkin Trans.
2: 1994; 57–64.

6. Los, M., U.S. Patent Nos. 4122275, 1978; 4188487, 1980; 4554013, 1985;
4554754, 1985; 4608437, 1986.

7. Tomlin, C. The Pesticide Manual, 10th ed. The British Crop Protection Coun-
cil and The Royal Society of Chemistry, UK, 1994; 397–400.

8. The 1993 United States National Medal of Technology, the 1994 Perkin
Medal, the 1994 Industrial Research Institute Achievement Award, and
the 1995 American Chemical Society Award for Creative Invention were
awarded to Dr. Marinus Los, American Cyanamid Company, for his discov-
ery of the imidazolinone herbicides.

9. Shaner, D.L., O’Connor, S. The Imidazolinone Herbicides, Boca Raton: CRC
Press, 1991; 53–259.

10. Wepplo, P. Imidazolinone herbicides: Synthesis and novel chemistry. Pestic.
Sci. 1990; 39: 293–315.

11. Parker, D. NMR determination of enantiomeric purity. Chem. Rev. 1991; 91:
1441–1457.

12. McCreary, M.D., Lewis, D.W., Wernick, D.L., Whitesides, G.M. The de-
termination of enantiomeric purity using chiral lanthanide shift reagents.
J. Amer. Chem. Soc. 1974; 96: 1493–1501.

13. Goering, H.L., Kikenberry, J.N., Koermer, G.S., Lattimer, C.J. Direct deter-
mination of enantiomeric composition with optically active nuclear magnetic
resonance lanthanide shift reagents. J. Amer. Chem. Soc. 1974; 96: 1038–
1054.

14. Carbonell, E., Rothchild, R. NMR studies of agricultural compounds.
Apllications of achiral and chiral lanathanide shift reagents to the multi-
functional compound, imazapyr methyl ester. Spectrosc. Lett. 1994; 27(10):
1323–1342.

Received September 26, 2000
Accepted November 29, 2000

D
o
w
n
l
o
a
d
e
d
 
A
t
:
 
0
3
:
1
1
 
3
0
 
J
a
n
u
a
r
y
 
2
0
1
1



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Order now!

 

Reprints of this article can also be ordered at

http://www.dekker.com/servlet/product/DOI/101081SL100002280

Request Permission or Order Reprints Instantly! 

Interested in copying and sharing this article? In most cases, U.S. Copyright 
Law requires that you get permission from the article’s rightsholder before 
using copyrighted content. 

All information and materials found in this article, including but not limited 
to text, trademarks, patents, logos, graphics and images (the "Materials"), are 
the copyrighted works and other forms of intellectual property of Marcel 
Dekker, Inc., or its licensors. All rights not expressly granted are reserved. 

Get permission to lawfully reproduce and distribute the Materials or order 
reprints quickly and painlessly. Simply click on the "Request 
Permission/Reprints Here" link below and follow the instructions. Visit the 
U.S. Copyright Office for information on Fair Use limitations of U.S. 
copyright law. Please refer to The Association of American Publishers’ 
(AAP) website for guidelines on Fair Use in the Classroom.

The Materials are for your personal use only and cannot be reformatted, 
reposted, resold or distributed by electronic means or otherwise without 
permission from Marcel Dekker, Inc. Marcel Dekker, Inc. grants you the 
limited right to display the Materials only on your personal computer or 
personal wireless device, and to copy and download single copies of such 
Materials provided that any copyright, trademark or other notice appearing 
on such Materials is also retained by, displayed, copied or downloaded as 
part of the Materials and is not removed or obscured, and provided you do 
not edit, modify, alter or enhance the Materials. Please refer to our Website 
User Agreement for more details. 

 

 

D
o
w
n
l
o
a
d
e
d
 
A
t
:
 
0
3
:
1
1
 
3
0
 
J
a
n
u
a
r
y
 
2
0
1
1

http://www.copyright.gov/fls/fl102.html
http://www.publishers.org/conference/copyguide.cfm
http://www.dekker.com/misc/useragreement.jsp
http://www.dekker.com/misc/useragreement.jsp
http://s100.copyright.com/AppDispatchServlet?authorPreorderIndicator=N&pdfSource=Dekker&publication=SL&title=DIRECT+NMR+DETERMINATION+OF+OPTICAL+PURITY+OF+NICOTINIC+AND+QUINOLINIC+CARBOXYLIC+ACID+COMPOUNDS+USING+1%2C+2-DIPHENYLETHANE-1%2C+2-DIAMINE+AS+A+CHIRAL+SOLVATING+AGENT&offerIDValue=18&volumeNum=34&startPage=255&isn=0038-7010&chapterNum=&publicationDate=05%2F31%2F2001&endPage=266&contentID=10.1081%2FSL-100002280&issueNum=3&colorPagesNum=0&pdfStampDate=07%2F28%2F2003+11%3A28%3A32&publisherName=dekker&orderBeanReset=true&author=Kannan+Rajamoorthi%2C+Gerald+W.+Stockton&mac=c00Uq$cyU8q$N9J4czDg1g--

